The Global Ghost Gear Initiative

Driving Solutions to the Problem of Lost
and Abandoned Fishing Gear Worldwide

www.ghostgear.org



A Global Problem

In 2009, UNEP & FAO estimated that at least 640,000 tonnes of
fishing gear is abandoned, lost or discarded in our oceans every year
- this figure is likely to be much higher today.

Being purposely designed to capture marine life, “ghost gear” is the
most harmful form of marine debris.

An estimated 5-30% of global harvestable fish stocks (depending on
fishery / geography) are killed by ghost gear every year, making
ghost gear a major threat to global food security, coastal
communities, and fisher livelihoods.

Recent studies suggest that ghost gear could consist of as much as ~
46% - 70 % of all macro-plastic in our ocean when measured by
weight.
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Global Frameworks on ALDFG

« MARPOL Annex V 73/78 - Prevention of disposal of garbage from ships

* FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (1995) - Fishing gear should be marked

* International Guidelines on Bycatch Management and Reduction of Discards (FAO 2011) -
reducing the impact of lost fishing gear.

* Port State Measures Agreement to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing (2009)

* The United Nations 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1):

» Sustainable Development Goal target 14.1: Prevent and significantly reduce marine
pollution of all kinds, including ALDFG
* FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing Gear (2018)
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A Global Solution

The Global Ghost Gear Initiative (GGGI) is a collective of NGOs, private
sector, fishing industry, academia and governments, all contributing to
tackle this problem on a global scale in an inclusive, holistic and circular
way, focusing on:

* Reducing the amount of gear lost in the oceans;
* Removing the gear thatis already there;
* Recycling the gear thatis recovered or at end of life.

Aims:

* Toimprove the health of marine ecosystems
* To protect marine life from harm

« To safeguard human health and livelihoods
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A Global Reach
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A Global Reach e

14 supporting governments

6 high level global affiliates - '
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GGGI Projects
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GGGl - A Strong Team
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GGGl Outputs 2018/2019

GGGI Working Group Outputs

Build Evidence Working Group
* Launch of global data portal and Ghost Gear Reporter app for
reporting and tracking lost gear.

Define Best Practice and Inform Policy Working Group
* Roll out of Best Practice Framework for Management of Fishing
Gear to certification bodies, governments, and companies.

Catalyse and Replicate Solutions Working Group
e 10 new GGGl solution pilot projects underway around the
world in 2018/2019 - 7 completed in 2016/2017.
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GGGI Global Data Portal




Best Practice Framework for Management of Fishing Gear (BPF)
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Best Practice Framework
Gear Risk Assessment
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Best Practice Framework
Stakeholder Actions
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Scaling up
solutions around
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Industry Engagement

We will continue to positively engage with the fishing industry to:

* Raise awareness about the ghost gear issue;

* Educate the industry on its global effects;

* Learn from the industry about how and why gear gets lost;

* Educate the public on the realities of gear loss (fishers are not villains in
this story!);

* Develop innovative solutions to minimize gear loss and its impactifiitis
lost;

* Develop appropriate disposal options for recovered and end-of-life gear;

* Ensure solutions are viable, lasting and make sense for the industry.
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Recycling and Circular Economy

Biggest challenges are:

Most fishing gear is made of consistency of supply,

highly recyclable material ensuring a clean enough
i feedstock to be recycled,
(i.e. PA6, PE, PP)

transportation logistics to get
~— | material to recycling facilities

www.ghostgear.org



Case Study - Bureo

Net Positiva - Chile

* Engaging with local fishers to provide an end-of-life solution
for fishing nets

* Local fishers prepare the nets for recycling (cleaning, debris
removal)

* Development of Netplus material (recycled PA6 pellets made
of fishing nets)

* Innovative product design: sunglasses, skateboards, frisbees,
Jenga Ocean, etc.

* Expansion into fishing communities in Brazil, Peru 2019/2020
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Case Study - Steveston Harbour

Steveston Harbour Net Recycling Initiative -
Richmond, BC

* Engaging fishers to clean, strip and bag end-of-life fishing
nets (both PA6 and PE)

* Nolocal recycling option at the time, so PA nets were shipped
to Aquafilin Ljubljana, Slovenia; and PE nets were sent to
Plastix Global in Lemvig, Denmark

* Now, local options are available in BC (SOP Recycle and
Ocean Legacy Foundation)

* Potential to expand this program up the coast of BC and
potentially Canada-wide
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Case Study - Ocean Legacy
Foundation

Ocean Legacy Foundation - Delta, BC

Working with processors, fabricators and engineers to
put together a line specifically focused on recycling
marine debris, including end-of-life fishing gear.

Working with businesses in the marine sector to
identify sources of leakage along the coast.

Providing a high tech recycling plant in BC to be able
to process fishing gear and other marine debris would
be a huge step forward in Canada.
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Some Gear
Can be
Recycled
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But Opportunities Remain...

* Crab/lobster traps/pots
* PPrope

e Multi-filament rope/line
* Steelrings

* Cable

e Corkline

* Leadline
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Innovation is Needed
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Contact Info

Joel Baziuk, GGGI Deputy Director:
joelbaziuk@ghostgear.org

Website:
www.ghostgear.org

Twitter:
@GGGInitative
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